	
	
	



Northern Virginia Criminal Justice Training Academy 

NVCJA Highlights of the 2026 General Assembly Session


This memorandum was prepared by NVCJTA staff and is presented as an informational service to our member agencies.  This document highlights some of the laws that take effect on July 1, 2026, and the possession of firearms in public areas statute has been delayed until July 1, 2027.  Although we selected only those changes that will likely be of primary interest to affected law enforcement officers, we urge our member agencies to review all changes listed in the Legislative Update prepared by the Commonwealth’s Attorneys’ Services Council.  

For your convenience, we separated those changes listed by the Commonwealth’s Attorneys’ Services Council into three distinct areas: Legislative changes that primarily pertain to law enforcement administrators (chiefs, sheriffs, and senior command staff), those that pertain to patrol officers and investigators, and those that apply to correctional deputies.  Separate sections for each of these three categories are contained within this document.  We have identified the specific legislative changes that we believe will be of primary interest to your affected officers/deputies.  Those officers/deputies should refer to the PowerPoint slide referenced in the summary list for more information about these changes.  

This memorandum is designed as a summary shortcut to accompany the documents prepared by the Commonwealth Attorney’s Services’ Council, which are posted on the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) website:

· 2026 Legislative and Case Law Update for Law Enforcement (PowerPoint and PDF) 

               New Laws Update | Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

All of the documents prepared by the Commonwealth Attorney’s Services’ Council are available at the following link: 
https://virginiagov.box.com/s/fz2jhr2qrejkmfllnzl27m6y7i6djl04


 Thank you for your attention to this matter.  


Summary of New Laws for Administrators
(Chiefs, Sheriffs, & Command Staff)

Ch. 175: Juvenile Fingerprints
Slide 7-8

Ch. 270/271: Law Enforcement Drone Use
Slide 11

Ch. 557: Minor Victims of Sex Trafficking
Slide 13

Ch. 698/Ch.699: Substantial Risk Orders
Slide 14-18

Ch. 742: Confidential Informants
Slide 19

Ch. 830: Sheriff Authority in Co-Located Courthouses
Slide 22

2022 Ch. 737: Facial Recognition Technology
Slide 23-24

Ch. 203: Sealed Search Warrants
Slide 27

Ch. 527 / Ch.528: Expansion of “Intimate Partner” Definition
Slide 28

Ch. 527 / Ch.528 con’d: Amendment to § 18.2-308.1:8 – Firearms
Slide 29

Ch. 873: Juveniles – Minimum Age for Delinquency
Slide 35-37

Ch. 1130: Cellphones & Electronic Devices in Court
Slide 66-73

Ch. 96 & Ch.480: Sex offenses prohibiting proximity to children
Slide 75

Ch. 332: Trespassing on Emergency Vehicles
Slide 76

Ch. 348: Display of Obscene Material to a Minor
Slide 77

Ch. 447: Medetomidine Possession & Distribution
Slide 78

Ch. 452: Impersonating any local, town, city, or county elected official.
Slide 79

Ch. 531/532: Plastic, Unfinished, & Unserialized Firearms, Frames and Receivers
Slide 80-83

Ch. 550 / 551: Unattended Handguns in Vehicles
Slide 84-85

Ch. 1006/1074: Improper Storage of Firearms
Slide 87-88

Ch. 1084: Possession of Firearm by Person Convicted of Misdemeanor Hate Crime
Slide 89

Ch. 909: Bribes for Votes
Slide 91

Ch. 991: Obstructing Reproductive Health Care Facility
Slide 92

Ch. 105/106: Damage or Trespass to Public Services or Utilities or Critical Infrastructure
Slide 94

Ch. 191: Distributing Nitrous Oxide
Slide 95-96

Ch. 196/197: Gift Cards Theft, Fraud, and Forgery
Slide 97

Ch. 539: Sexual Extortion
Slide 101-102

Ch. 845: Mandatory Reporting at Hospitals
Slide 103-104


Ch. 867: Impersonating a LEO
Slide 105-106

Ch. 643/644: Carrying Firearms on College/University Grounds.
Slide 107-111

Ch.1106 /1107: “Assault Weapons” Ban
Slide 112-124

Ch. 1025/1101: Carrying ”Assault Weapons” In Public
Slide 125-132  (This has been delayed until July 1, 2027, slide 133)

Ch.1102: Firearms Purchase – Persons Under 21
Slide 134

Ch.1102: Firearms Possession – Persons Under 18
Slide 135-136

Ch. 1108/1109: Weapons in Hospitals
Slide 137-138

Ch. 155 – LEO Motor Carrier Enforcement
Slide 141

Ch. 118/119: Military Affairs Vehicle Warning Lights
Slide 144

Ch. 190: Green Warning Lights on Farm Vehicles
Slide 145

Ch. 498: Green Warning Lights - Snow Plows and Vehicles Equipped with Truck-Mounted Attenuators
Slide 146-147

Ch. 132: Passing a School Bus
Slide 148-149

Ch.223: Bicycles & Traffic Laws New Section § 46.2-833.2
Slide 150

Ch. 431: Pedestrians walking on divided highways
Slide 151


Ch. 499: Use of License Plates from Another Vehicle -Time Period
Slide 151

Ch. 500: Use of License Plates - Special Permit; Validity Period
Slide 154-155

Ch. 769: Commercial Motor Vehicles
Slide 157

Ch. 986/1033: Federal Traffic Infractions – Planning District 8
Slide 158

Ch. 1047: Livestreaming While Driving
Slide 159-160

2025 Ch. 652: Intelligent Speed Assistance
Slide 162-165

2025 Ch. 634 / 671: Sealing of Convictions
Slide 167-178

Ch. 661 & Ch.878: ECO/TDO Transport by Retired LEOs
Slide 181-182

Also: 2025 Chapter 639 (Not Covered Last Year)
Slide 184-186

Ch. 583: Duty to Render Aid
Slide 188

Ch. 1028/1098: Cooperation with Federal Immigration
Slide 189-193

Ch. 1131/1132: Law Enforcement Facial Coverings
Slide 194-199 (New exceptions added 6/29/2026, slide 201-202).

Ch. 1131/1132: Law Enforcement Badge/Insignia/Name/Identifier
200

Ch. 441: Witness Impeachment Evidence Designation and Review Process
Slide 207-209

Ch. 465: Workers’ Compensation for PTSD
Slide 210
Summary of New Laws for Patrol and Investigators
Ch. 175: Juvenile Fingerprints
Slide 7-8

Ch. 270/271: Law Enforcement Drone Use
Slide 11

Ch. 557: Minor Victims of Sex Trafficking
Slide 13

Ch. 698/Ch.699: Substantial Risk Orders
Slide 14-18

Ch. 742: Confidential Informants
Slide 19

Ch. 830: Sheriff Authority in Co-Located Courthouses
Slide 22

2022 Ch. 737: Facial Recognition Technology
Slide 23-24

Ch. 203: Sealed Search Warrants
Slide 27

Ch. 527 / Ch.528: Expansion of “Intimate Partner” Definition
Slide 28

Ch. 527 / Ch.528 con’d: Amendment to § 18.2-308.1:8 – Firearms
Slide 29

Ch. 873: Juveniles – Minimum Age for Delinquency
Slide 35-37

Ch. 96 & Ch.480: Sex offenses prohibiting proximity to children
Slide 75

Ch. 332: Trespassing on Emergency Vehicles
Slide 76

Ch. 348: Display of Obscene Material to a Minor
Slide 77

Ch. 447: Medetomidine Possession & Distribution
Slide 78

Ch. 452: Impersonating any local, town, city, or county elected official.
Slide 79

Ch. 531/532: Plastic, Unfinished, & Unserialized Firearms, Frames and Receivers
Slide 80-83

Ch. 550 / 551: Unattended Handguns in Vehicles
Slide 84-85

Ch. 1006/1074: Improper Storage of Firearms
Slide 87-88

Ch. 1084: Possession of Firearm by Person Convicted of Misdemeanor Hate Crime
Slide 89

Ch. 909: Bribes for Votes
Slide 91

Ch. 991: Obstructing Reproductive Health Care Facility
Slide 92

Ch. 105/106: Damage or Trespass to Public Services or Utilities or Critical Infrastructure
Slide 94

Ch. 191: Distributing Nitrous Oxide
Slide 95-96

Ch. 196/197: Gift Cards Theft, Fraud, and Forgery
Slide 97

Ch. 539: Sexual Extortion
Slide 101-102

Ch. 845: Mandatory Reporting at Hospitals
Slide 103-104

Ch. 867: Impersonating a LEO
Slide 105-106

Ch. 643/644: Carrying Firearms on College/University Grounds.
Slide 107-111

Ch.1106 /1107: “Assault Weapons” Ban
Slide 112-124

Ch. 1025/1101: Carrying ”Assault Weapons” In Public
Slide 125-132  (This has been delayed until July 1, 2027, slide 133)

Ch.1102: Firearms Purchase – Persons Under 21
Slide 134

Ch.1102: Firearms Possession – Persons Under 18
Slide 135-136

Ch. 1108/1109: Weapons in Hospitals
Slide 137-138

Ch. 155 – LEO Motor Carrier Enforcement
Slide 141

Ch. 118/119: Military Affairs Vehicle Warning Lights
Slide 144

Ch. 190: Green Warning Lights on Farm Vehicles
Slide 145

Ch. 498: Green Warning Lights - Snow Plows and Vehicles Equipped with Truck-Mounted Attenuators
Slide 146-147

Ch. 132: Passing a School Bus
Slide 148-149

Ch.223: Bicycles & Traffic Laws New Section § 46.2-833.2
Slide 150

Ch. 431: Pedestrians walking on divided highways
Slide 151

Ch. 499: Use of License Plates from Another Vehicle -Time Period
Slide 151

Ch. 500: Use of License Plates - Special Permit; Validity Period
Slide 154-155

Ch. 769: Commercial Motor Vehicles
Slide 157

Ch. 986/1033: Federal Traffic Infractions – Planning District 8
Slide 158

Ch. 1047: Livestreaming While Driving
Slide 159-160

2025 Ch. 652: Intelligent Speed Assistance
Slide 162-165

2025 Ch. 634 / 671: Sealing of Convictions
Slide 167-178

Ch. 661 & Ch.878: ECO/TDO Transport by Retired LEOs
Slide 181-182

Also: 2025 Chapter 639 (Not Covered Last Year)
Slide 184-186

Ch. 583: Duty to Render Aid
Slide 188

Ch. 1028/1098: Cooperation with Federal Immigration
Slide 189-193

Ch. 1131/1132: Law Enforcement Facial Coverings
Slide 194-199 (New exceptions added 6/29/2026, slide 201-202).

Ch. 1131/1132: Law Enforcement Badge/Insignia/Name/Identifier
200

Ch. 441: Witness Impeachment Evidence Designation and Review Process
Slide 207-209

Ch. 465: Workers’ Compensation for PTSD
Slide 210






Summary of New Laws for Corrections Deputies

Ch. 175: Juvenile Fingerprints
Slide 7-8

Ch. 270/271: Law Enforcement Drone Use
Slide 11

Ch. 742: Confidential Informants
Slide 19

Ch. 830: Sheriff Authority in Co-Located Courthouses
Slide 22

2022 Ch. 737: Facial Recognition Technology
Slide 23-24

Ch. 203: Sealed Search Warrants
Slide 27

Ch. 527 / Ch.528: Expansion of “Intimate Partner” Definition
Slide 28

Ch. 527 / Ch.528 con’d: Amendment to § 18.2-308.1:8 – Firearms
Slide 29

Ch. 873: Juveniles – Minimum Age for Delinquency
Slide 35-37

Ch. 1130: Cellphones & Electronic Devices in Court
Slide 66-73

Ch. 96 & Ch.480: Sex offenses prohibiting proximity to children
Slide 75

Ch. 332: Trespassing on Emergency Vehicles
Slide 76

Ch. 348: Display of Obscene Material to a Minor
Slide 77

Ch. 447: Medetomidine Possession & Distribution
Slide 78
Ch. 452: Impersonating any local, town, city, or county elected official.
Slide 79

Ch. 550 / 551: Unattended Handguns in Vehicles
Slide 84-85

Ch. 1006/1074: Improper Storage of Firearms
Slide 87-88

Ch. 1084: Possession of Firearm by Person Convicted of Misdemeanor Hate Crime
Slide 89

Ch. 191: Distributing Nitrous Oxide
Slide 95-96

Ch. 539: Sexual Extortion
Slide 101-102

Ch. 845: Mandatory Reporting at Hospitals
Slide 103-104

Ch. 867: Impersonating a LEO
Slide 105-106

Ch.1106 /1107: “Assault Weapons” Ban
Slide 112-124

Ch. 1025/1101: Carrying ”Assault Weapons” In Public
Slide 125-132 (This has been delayed until July 1, 2027, slide 133)

Ch. 1108/1109: Weapons in Hospitals
Slide 137-138

Ch. 118/119: Military Affairs Vehicle Warning Lights
Slide 144

Ch. 661 & Ch.878: ECO/TDO Transport by Retired LEOs
Slide 181-182

Also: 2025 Chapter 639 (Not Covered Last Year)
Slide 184-186

Ch. 583: Duty to Render Aid
Slide 188

Ch. 1028/1098: Cooperation with Federal Immigration
Slide 189-193

Ch. 1131/1132: Law Enforcement Facial Coverings
Slide 194-199 (New exceptions added 6/29/2026, slide 201-202).

Ch. 1131/1132: Law Enforcement Badge/Insignia/Name/Identifier
200

Ch. 441: Witness Impeachment Evidence Designation and Review Process
Slide 207-209

Ch. 465: Workers’ Compensation for PTSD
Slide 210
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